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PROCEEDINGS. 



' fall 0f i\t 3nit\smm InstMwn, 

Washington, D. C, Aug. 10, 1859. 

The Association met at 9 o'clock a. m., and was called to order by the 
President, A. J. Rickoflf, Esq., of Cincinnati, Ohio* 

Rev. Dr. Samson, President of Columbian College, Washington, D. C, 
having been introduced by the President, offered an appropriate yand 
impressive prayer. 

Z. Richards, Esq., of Washington, introduced to the Association his 
Honor J. Gr. Berret, Mayor of Washington, who, in an eloquent address, 
dilated on the general educational interests of the country, and the 
character of the teachers. 

His Honor concluded by giving the Association a hearty welcome 
to the hospitalities of the city. 

S. Yorke AtLee, Esq., was next introduced, on behalf of the Board 
of Education of the city, and gave a cordial greeting to the Associa- 
tion, expressing great interest in its objects, and sympathy and co-op- 
eration in its labors. He also gave an interesting account of the rise, 
progress, and present condition of the educational interests of the city. 

The President responded to the welcome of his Honor the Mayor, 
and the greeting of Mr. AtLee, thanking them for their cordial recep- 
tion and interest in the Association so heartily tendered. 

The President then gave his Inaugural Address. In this he reviewed 
the educational systems and institutions of the country, showed the 
necessity of reforms and the importance of new appliances, in order 
to initiate these and perfect the work for the whole country. He also 
made other important suggestions, and clearly stated the business that 
should occupy the time of the Association, and defined the sphere of 
its operations. 

On motion ofl Mr. Valentine, of New York, the reading of the min- 
utes of the last meeting was dispensed with, as they had been published 
and distributed by the Association. 

Mr. Valentine offered the following resolution : 

Resolved f That a committee of three be appointed to consider the propriety 
of establishing a periodical, under the direction and patronage of the Associa- 
tion, which shall serve as a medium for the diffusion of educational intelligence 
throughout the country ; and that the committee be requested to report on the 
subject as soon as possible, so that action may be taken during this meeting. 



The resolution was adopted. 

The chair appointed on this committee, Messrs. Valentine, Roberts 
of Pennsylvania, and Z. Richards, of Washington, D. C. 

On motion of Mr. Cruikshank, of New York, the Constitution of the 
Association was read. 

On motion of Mr. Wight, of the city of Washington, D. C, Messrs, 
W. McCathran and A. C. Richards, both of Washington, were ap- 
pointed Local Secretaries, to enrol the names of delegates, receive the 
applications for membership of those who wish to join the Association, 
and to engross rail-road certificates. 

Mr. Wm. E. Sheldon, of Mass., moved the appointment of a commit- 
tee for the nomination of officers for the ensuing year, and that said 
committee report to morrow a. m. The resolution was adopted, and the 
following gentlemen appointed on the committee : Messrs. Sheldon of 
Mass., Read of Wisconsin, Taylor of Delaware, Pennell of Missouri, 
and Wight of the District of Columbia. 

Mr. Z. Richards moved that committees be appointed on the several 
subjects suggested in the President's Address. Resolution adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Sheldon, the Association took a recess of fifteen 
minutes. 

After the recess the Association waa called to order, when, on motion 
of Mr. Sheldon, it was 

Jtesolvedf That persons present who are not members of the Association may 
become so by applying to the Local Secretaries and conforming to the rules on 
membership. 

Mr. Cruikshank offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to prepare a system of By- 
Laws and Rales of Order for the goyernment of the Association, and that the 
committee report the same at the first session of the pext annual meeting. 

The resolution was adopted, and the Chair appointed the following 
gentlemen on the committee : Messrs. Cruikshank and Greenleaf, of 
New York, and D. B. Hagar, of Mass. 

Mr. Valentine offered the following resolution : 

Reaolvedy That a committee of three be appointed to confer with the Hon. 
the Secretary of the Interior, to ascertain what additional statistics in relation 
to the subject of education are desirable and feasible to obtain by means of 
the approaching National Gensua. 

The resolution having been discussed by Messrs. Valentine, McJilton 
of Maryland, Smith of Indiana, Z. Richards and Dennis, of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, and Roberts of Pennsylvania, was adopted. The com- 
mittee on the above, Messrs. Read of Wisconsin, McJilton of Maryland, 
and Starke of Missouri. 

On motion of Rev. Dr. McJilton, it was resolved that a committee 
of three be appointed to memorialize Congress in relation to the estab- 
lishment of a National Agency, through which the educational statistics 
of the several States and Territories may be employed and distributed 
through the country. The committee on this resolution is the same as 
on the preceding. 

The President presented a list of the names of several persons who 
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had been accepted by the Board of Directors and recommended to mem- 
bership in the Association. The persons thus nominated were admitted . 

A recess of five minutes was now taken, after which the Association 
was called to order, and the President introduced Professor Eead, of 
the Wisconsin State University, who delivered an interesting lecture 
on " The Importance of Civil Polity as a Branch of Popular Education." 
The address of Prof. R. was full of sound instruction, and was received 
with marked attention. 

On motion of Rev. Dr. Wines, the thanks of the Association were 
presented to Mr. Read for his able and interesting lecture, and a copy 
requested for publication. 

Prof. Read, in appropriate terms and feeling manner, announced 
the death of the Hon. Horace Mann, late a member of this Association, 
and moved that a committee of five be appointed to prepare and pre- 
sent resolutions expressive of the life, character, and death of Mr. 
Mann. 

This resolution was discussed by Messrs. Read, McJilton, Greenleaf, 
Duncan of Ohio, Wight, and E. Smith of Conn. The resolution was 
adopted, and the following committee appointed : Messrs. Greenleaf, 
McJilton, Read, Pennell, and Valentine. 

The Association then adjourned till 7 J o'clock in the evening. 

Evening Session, 

The Association met according to adjournment, the President in the 
chair. The meeting having been called to order, the following com- 
mittees on subjects suggested by the President's Address were appointed. 

Committee on Common Things : Messrs. Stuart, Bulkley, and Nestle- 
rode, of Iowa. 

Committee on the Appointment of Cadets : Messrs. Read, Duncan, 
and Sheldon. 

Committee on Pedagogy : Messrs. E. Smith, Greenleaf, and J. Han- 
cock of Ohio. 

Committee on Reformatory Schools: Messrs. Read, Duncan, and 
Partridge of New York. 

Mr. Valentine, from the Committee on Resolutions on the death of 
Mr. Mann, submitted the following preamble and resolutions : 

Whereas intelligence has been received of the death of the Hon. Horace Mann, 
late President of Aatioch College, and a member of this body : Therefore, 

Resolved^ That by this affliction the cause of education generally, and the 
world at large, have lost a friend whose distinguished efforts in the cause of 
human improvement entitle him to the lasting remembrance of every lover of 
his race. 

Resolvedy That by his persistent and untiring labors for the advancement of 
education in this country, his zeal and enthusiasm in the great work of im- 
parting Instruction, his readiness to co-operate in enterprises of reform and 
philanthropy, not less than by his brilliant talents, great learning, and high 
moral qualities, the name of Horace Mann is sacredly embalmed in the mem- 
ory of all those who were associated with him, and all who love the great 
cause in which his life was so devotedly spent. 

Resolved, That as members of this Association, we shall ever cherish a lively 
recollection of the interest which our departed Ariend took in the welfare and 



prosperity of this body ; and that as the highest respect we can show for hi0 
memory, we will endeavor to follow his example and imitate his n any ririues. 

Resolved, That we tender our warmest sympathies, to the family of the de- 
ceased, to the students and officers of the institution over which he presided, 
and to the circle of personal friends upon whom this sudden blow must fall 
with crushing weight, and trust that the consolations of Heaven will be afford- 
ed them in this hour of trial and bereavement. 

Eetolvedf That a copy of these resolutions be made out and duly signed by 
the President and Secretary, and forwarded to the family of the deceased. 

The preamble and resolutions were adopted. 

The President laid before the Association a paper containing a solu- 
tion of the Emersonian problem, by the Hon. Finley Rigger, Register 
of the United States Treasury, which, on motion of Mr. Bulkley, was 
referred to the editor of the Mathematical Monthly, for publication. 

The President now introduced Elbridge Smith, Esq., Principal of 
the Free Academy of Norwich, Conn., as the lecturer for the evening. 
The subject of the lecture was ^^ The place Christianity should occupy 
in American Education." 

This was a carefully elaborated and powerful address. In it the 
lecturer clearly showed the place that Christianity should occupy, and 
its influence upon man during the processes of his education. 

On motion of Mr. Cruikshank, it was resolved that the thanks of the 
Association be presented to Mr. Smith, for his able, scholarly, and 
practical address, and that a copy be requested for publication. 

This was followed by remarks on the address and the general subject, 
by Messrs. Starke of Missouri, Rev. Dr. Samson of the District of 
Columbia, Rev. Dr. Turner of Florida, Mr. Taylor of Delaware, and 
Mr. Wilson of Washington. 

The hour of 2 J o'clock having arrived, the further consideration 
of the subject was suspended until to-morrow morning. 

The Association then adjourned till 9 J o'clock to-morrow a. m. 

SECOND DAY. 

Thursday a. m., 9} o'clock. 

The Association met according to adjournment, the President in the 
chair. The subject of the address of Mr. Smith, which was laid over 
yesterday, was now taken from the table and further discussed by sev- 
eral of the members. 

The resolution was then adopted. 

The President read a -letter from D. B. Hagar, Esq., one of the Vice 
Presidents of the Association, who was prevented from attending the 
meeting by severe sickness. Mr. Hagar expressed warm sympathy for 
the Association, and confidence in its success. 

The Secretary announced that he had received letters of a similar 
character from the following gentlemen : Messrs. John Kingsbury, 
State Commissioner of Schools, Rhode Island ; J. D. Philbrick, Super- 
intendent of Schools, Boston, Massachusetts; G. B. Emerson, Esq., Bos- 
ton; Hon. George Boatwell, Secretary of the Board of Education, 
Massachusetts; Rev. Dr. Fisher, President of Hamilton College, New 
York; Rev. G. B. Northop, General Agent of the Board of Education 
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of Massachusetts; Hon. Mark H. Drumell, Superintendent of Scboolfl 
in Maine; Professor A. Crosby, Principal of the Salem Normal School, 
Massachusetts ; Professor M. Canaut, Principal of the Bridgewater Nor- 
mal School, Massachusetts; and Gr. W. Farnham, Esq., Superintendent of 
Schools, Syracuse, New York. 
On motion it was 

Resolved, That the committee on nominations have farther time to complete 
their report. 

On motion of Mr. Cruikshank, it was 

Resolved, That the committee on educational statistics be discharged from the 
further consideration of the subject, and that a committee, consisting of one 
member from each State represented in the Association, or who may be appointed 
in their stead, be appointed; and that the chairman be authorized to make such 
arrangements as he may be able for the publication of such statistics, provided 
the Association shall not be liable for any expense of publication. The com- 
mittee on this resolution is the Board of Counsellors for the ensuing year. 

On motion of Mr. Stone, of Illinois, a committee of three were ap- 
pointed to report on the subject of School Kegisters and School Records. 
/ Messrs. Pennell, Stone, MoJilton, and Rickoff. 

On motion of Mr. Starke, the following resolution was introduced : 
Resolved, That the inculcation of the Christian religion is necessary to the 
happiness of the people and the perpetuity of our institutions, and we should 
be pleased to see every teacher in our broad land imbued with its spirit; yet 
we would not shut the doors of our school-houses upon well qualified and apt 
teachers not professing such religion. 

On motion of Rev. Dr. Samson, this resolution was made the special 
order for eight o'clock this evening. 

Mr Sheldon, from the Committee on Nominations, reported the fol- 
lowing list of officers for the ensuing year, which report was accepted : 

President, 
J. W. BULKLEY, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Vice-Presidents, 
T. W. Valbntine, New York, D. B. Haqab, Massachusetts, 

Wm. Roberts, Pennsylvania, T. C. Taylor, Delaware, 

Elbridqe Smith, Connecticut, Daniel Read, Wisconsin, 

Isaac Stone, Illinois, A. J. Rickoff, Ohio, 

C. S. Pennell, Missouri, J. N. McJilton, Maryland, 

Sylvbstee Scott, Virginia, C. C. NESTLEBonB, Iowa, 

Secretary, 
Z. Richards, District of Columbia. 
\ Treasurer, 

0. C. Wight, District of Columbia. 
Counsellors, 
James Critikshank, New York, J. W. Allen, Connecticut, 

H. C. HiCKOK, Pennsylvania, Wm. McCathran, Diat. of Col. 

John G. Eliot, North Carolina, S» J. C. Swbezey, Alabama, 

Wm. E. Sheldon, Massachusetts, J. L. Yeates, Maryland, 

F. M. Edwards, Virginia, D. McNeil Turner, Florida, 

A. Dbdry, Kentucky, Wm. B. Starke, Missouri, 
AsAHEL Elmer, Illinois, L. C. Draper, Wisconsin, 

B. W. Smith, Indiana, R. McMillan, Ohio, 

S. £. Wbioht, South Carolina. 
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Before going into the election it was moyed that action on the report 
he suspended^ and that a report from the committee on periodicals be 
first submitted. 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. Valentine then presented the report of the c<»oimitteey which, on 
motion of Mr. Sheldon, was accepted. The report is as follows : 

'*The committee to whom was referred the sabject of a periodical to be 
established under the patronage and control of the National Teachers' Associa- 
tion, have had the subject under consideration, and respectfully report that they 
haTe unanimously come to the conclubion that it is expedient and proper that 
•nch a periodical should be published as the official organ of this body ; and 
they reeommend the following plan : 

'*l8t. That its publication commence in this city on the 1st of October next. 

'*2d. That the form of said periodical be that of a quarto ; that it be issued 
once a month at the subscription price of 60 cents per annum, in advance. 

** 8d. That one column of said paper be devoted to each State in the Union, 
to be headed with the name of that State, under which shall be properly arranged 
the items of educational news from that State, with such other articles as the 
Corresponding Editor of (hat State may furnish. 

**4th. That one corresponding editor be appointed in each State, whose duty 
it shall be to furnish all items and general matter from his own State; that 
such editor be appointed by the Executive officers or Directory of this body, 
and that said editor be appointed annually. 

** 5th. That the immediate publication and control of the journal be committed 
to the charge of three persons, who shall be residents of the city where the same 
shall be published. 

** 6th. That no compensation shall be allowed to any editor or corresponding 
editor, except to those who prepare the matter and supervise its publication ; 
and that such compensation be allowed to those as the Board of Directors shall 
deem proper. 

" 7th. That all profits accruing from the publication be paid over at the end 
of each year to the Treasurer of this Association, and that all deficits of the 
same be paid from its funds. 

" 8th. That the name of said Journal be <The National Teacher.' " 

On motion of Mr. Stone, the report was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Cruikshank the report was reconsidered, and so 
amended, that the " Teacher" should be published monthly, and con- 
sist of sixteen pages, quarto, or eight pages semi-monthly, at $1 per 
annum. Subsequently, on motion of Mr. Rickoff, (Mr. Sheldon being 
in the chair,) the subject was again reconsidered and referred to the 
Board of Directors, with power. 

The report of the committee on nominations was then called up. 

On motion, a recess of ten minutes was taken before going into the 
election. 

The Association was now called to order, and, on motion of Mr. Tay- 
lor, of Delaware, proceeded to the election. 

The Chair appointed Messrs. Turner, Samson, and Duncan tellers. 

After the ballot, the tellers reported that the entire ticket as reported 
by the nominating committee was elected. 

Rev. Dr. McJilton was now introduced by the President, as the lec- 
turer for the morning. The gentleman addressed the Association on 
" The Errors in the Agencies through which mankind pass in the pur- 
suit of Knowledge." 

The address was carefully written and well delivered. In it, the 
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lecturer made some good points on the educational fallacies of the day, 
exposed some of the bad methods of instruction prevalent, and hit off 
fairly some of the text books in use. The address was well received, 
and, on motion of Mr. Sheldon, the thanks of the Association were ten- 
dered to the speaker, and a copy asked for publication. 

Mr. H. L. Stuart, of New York, was next introduced to the Associ- 
ation, and read a paper which contained suggestions, topics, and questions 
concerning the general course of instruction in the country. 

On motion, the thanks of the Association were given to Mr. Stuart, 
and a copy of his paper asked for publication. 

Kev. Dr. Wines moved that the Association finally adjourn to-morrow 
(Friday) p. m. at two o'clock. 

On motion of Mr. Partridge, the resolution was laid on the table 
until evening. 

The hour having arrived that had been named by the President of 
the United States in which he would receive the members of the As- 
sociation in the Executive Mansion, the Association adjourned, in order 
to make the call, until 7 J o'clock in the evening. 

The Association, then, in a body, repaired to the White House, and 
were ushered into the East Room. On the entrance of his Excellency, 
Mr. Rickoff, the President of the Association, and his lady advanced to 
meet him, and, on being introduced, addressed him on behalf of the 
Association, expressing the great pleasure all feel in paying their re- 
spects to the Chief Magistrate of the Republic, and expressed the hope 
of his sympathy in the educational reforms of the day. 

His Excellency, in reply, expressed the great pleasure he felt in 
receiving thij^ visit from the Association. To the teacher, he accorded 
all honor. The only safeguard for the country, he remarked, is ed- 
ucation founded upon the principles of pure Christianity and true reli- 
gion. Without religion there can be no prosperity, no liberty, no 
advancement in real knowledge. After wishing the Association great 
success and prosperity, his Excellency was introduced to the several 
members of the Association present. 

Evening Session. 

The Association met according to adjournment, the President in the 
chair. On calling the Association to order, the President announced 
that he had received a note from Mr. S. L. Loomis, of Washington, in 
which he proposes to present to the members present copies of his 
" Normal Arithmetic." On motion, the proposition was accepted, and 
the thanks of the Association returned. 

On motion, it was resolved that when we adjourn, we do so to meet 
at nine o'clock a. m. to-morrow, and that the final adjournment take 
place at two o'clock p. m. Friday, according to the motion of Rev. Dr. 
Wines, made in the morning and laid over till this evening. 

The resolution of Mr. Starke, which had been laid on the table, was 
now called up for discussion. The Rev. Dr. Turner moved to amend, 
by adding, " provided they do not reject the Bible as a rule of faith and 
practice." Mr. Pennell moved to strike out "possessing or." Mr. 
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Wight moved that the whole subject be laid on the table, which motion 
was adopted. 

On motion, the several subjects suggested in the lecture of Rev. Dr. 
McJilton were called up for discussion, and were discussed by Messrs. 
Stone, Z. Richards, Sheldon, Greenleaf, Wight, Craig, Pennell, Har- 
ding, Loomis, Partridge, and others* 

On motion of Mr. Sheldon, the further discussion of the subject 
was suspended. 

An invitation was received from the Superintendent of the National 
Observatory, inviting the Association to visit the Institution. The 
invitation was accepted and thanks returned. 

On motion, adjourned until nine o'clock a. m. to-morrow, (Friday.) 



THIRD DAY. 

Friday, August 12, 1859. 

The Association met according to adjournment, the President in 
the chair. 

The Secretary read the previous minutes of the session, which were 
approved. 

On motion of Mr. Sheldon, the call for educational reports from the 
several States was made the order for eleven o'clock a. m. 

Ml*. McJilton offered the following resolutions: 

Resolvedy That a committee of three be appointed for the purpose of arrang- 
ing the various subjects contemplated by the Association, and upon which it 
is necessary to act, in order to carry out the purposes of its organization. • 

Renolvedy That the said committee be authorized to select gentlemen in dif- 
ferent parts of the country to prepare papers upon the several subjects so 
arranged, to be read at the next annual meeting of the Association. 

On motion of Mr. Cruikshank, these resolutions were referred to the 
Board of Directors. 

On motion of Mr. Stone, a committee of three Was appointed to pre- 
pare the usual resolutions for the close of the session. 

The committee announced by the Chair on those resolutions, was 
Messrs. Stone, E. Smith, and Turner. 

Mr. Stone moved that in the education of children it is the duty , of 
the educator to draw from them all the information they have received 
from the study of their lessons, and to encourage the expansion of the 
faculties upon the subjects of their study. 

On motion of Mr. E. Smith, the resolution was laid on the table. 

Mr. Jacobs, of Pennsylvania, moved that it be the duty of the teacher 
to exercise a government over his pupils on their way to and from school. 
The resolution was lost* 

Mr. Craig* moved that all resolutions to be presented shall pass 
through the hands of the committee just appointed. The resolution 
was lost. 

Mr. AtLee moved that there be appointed a standing committee, to 
which all questions and resolutions for the action of the Association 
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shall be referred, that the same may be matured and brought before 
the Association in proper form and order. 

The following committees suggested by this resolution are recom- 
mended by the Committee on Bules of Order. 

1st. A Committee on School Discipline. The committee, Messrs. 
Turner, E. Smith of Conn., and Smith of Indiana. 

2d. A Committee on School Books. The committee, Messrs. Read, 
Stone, and Hagar. 

3d. A Committee on Modes of Instruction. The committee, Messrs. 
Valentine, Sheldon, and Taylor. 

• 4th. A Committee on the Present Condition of Public Schools in the 
United States. Committee, Messrs. RickoflF, Z. Richards, and Bulkley. 

The resolution was adopted, and the committees appointed were ap- 
proved. 

Mr. Z. Richards moved that a committee be appointed on tli6 sub* 
ject of Adult Education. 

Also that a committee be appointed on the subject of a Phonetic 
Alphabet. 

Both of these resolutions were referred to the Committee on Modes 
of Instruction. 

Rev. Dr. Turner moved, that a committee be appointed to report On 
the best methods of teaching the Latin and Greek Languages. 

The resolution referred to the Committee on Modes of Instruction. 

On motion of Mr. Z. Richards, the question of the relation of the 
profession of teaching to the other professions was called up and dis- 
cussed. Messrs. Richards, Craig, Taylor, Read, Bulkley, McJilton, 
Cruikshank, and Pennell spoke on the subject. 

On motion of Mr. Sheldon, the subject was laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Z. Richards, the Association recommended "The 
American Journal of Education" to the teachers, and friends of edu- 
cation. The President than commenced the call of the States, and 
proposed the following questions — allowing to each speaker five minutes ; 

Have you a State System of Free Public Instruction, and how far- 
does it meet the wants of the people? 

Have you Normal Schools? Teachers' Institutes ? and a State Asso- 
ciation ? 

To wljat extent does the graded system of Schools extend in your 
State ? 

Have you Public Libraries established by State authority ? 

What educational progress have you made during the past year? 

At this stage of proceedings President Buchanan entered the Hall, 
and was received by the Association standing, while he was conducted 
to a seat on the platform. His Excellency remained for some time, list- 
ening with great apparent interest to the proceedings of the Asso- 
ciation. 

Answers concerning the States were given by Messrs. Sheldon of 
Mass.; Smith of Conn.; Cruikshank of New York; Roberts of Penn. ; 
McJilton of Md, ; Taylor of Del. ; Edwards of Virginia; Elliot of North 
Carolina; Turner of Florida, for South Carolina; Cruikshank of New 
York, for Alabama; Turner for Florida; and Duncan of Ohio. 
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At this point in the reports of the States, his Excellency, the Presi- 
dent, retired — the Association rising and standing while he passed out. 

Before retiring, the President, in conversation with Mr. Rickoflf, ex- 
pressed himself as highly pleased with the proceedings, and the charac- 
ter and objects of the Association. 

The same general subject was now resumed, and further reports were 
given by Messrs. J. R. Smith of Indiana; Starke for Missouri; Elmar 
and Stone for Illinois; Read and Craig for Wisconsin, and Nestlerode 
for Iowa. 

On motion of Mr. Bulkley, Mr. Jesus Escobar, of Chihuahua, Mex- 
ico, was elected an Honorary Member of the Association. Mr. Esco- 
bar then presented a paper on the condition of education in his coun- 
try, which was read by the President* 

On motion of Professor Read, a vote of thanks was given Mr. Es- 
cobar for his interesting paper, and a copy requested for publication. 

Mr. Pennell moved to take the resolution of Mr. Starke from the table. 
The resolution was adopted. Mr. Pennell then moved to amend as fol- 
lows, ^< because they do not hold membership in any religious denomi- 
nation." The amendment and the resolution were then adopted. 

Mr. Stone, from the Committee on general resolutions, oflFered the fol- 
lowing : 

Resolved, That this Assooiation finds much cause for gratification in the fact, 
that although this is only the second occasion of assembling so many represent- 
atiyes of the educational interests of our country from so many and distant 
States for the purpose of deliberating upon that inconceiyably impqrtant sub- 
ject, the right education of the youth of our land; and in the additional fact, that 
notwithstanding all the difficulties under which its members have labored, arising 
from a want of previous acquaintance and correspondence, of formal preparation 
for the specific business of such a body, and especially from the want of the 
reports of committees appointed at the last meeting to prepare business for 
this, that 80 many valuable suggestions have been made, so great an impulse 
has been given to the noble enterprise in which we are embarked, and so great 
a hope inspired that the future meetings of the Association will certainly con- 
tribute much t'> the advancement of sound learning and practical education 
in our favored land. 

Resolved^ That this Association tender to Messrs. Rickoff and Bulkley, the 
retiring President and Secretary, their sincere thanks for the able, courteous, and 
impattial manner in which they have discharged their official duties. 

Rttolvedf That while we regret that all of the railroads leading from dif- 
ferent parts of the country to this city did not respond to the call of granting 
free return tickets to the members of the Association, yet the gratitude of this 
body is due to those roads that have shown their liberality in reducing the 
traveling expenses of the members by their generous arrnngements. 

Resolved^ That the thanks of this Association are hereby respectfully tendered 
to the citizens of Washington for their generous hospitalities to its members 
during the present session. 

Resohedf That the thanks of the Association be given to the several report- 
ers of the papers of the city for the published reports of the proceedings of 
the AsHocintion during the session. 

Resolved^ That our thanks be tendered to the Regents of th<^ Smithsonian 
Institution for the use of its Hall, and the facilities afforded the Association 
for conducting the business of the session. 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Association are due, and are hereby ten- 
dered, to the Hotels that entertained its members nt a reduced charge, but with 
most liberal fare. 
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The resolutions were unanimously adopted. Mr. Z. Eichards moved 
to recommend to the Board of Directors the appointment of Madison, 
Wisconsin, as the place for holding the next Annual Meeting of the 
Association. 

This resolution was referred to the Board of Directors. 

On motion of Mr. AtLee the following resolution was adopted : 

Resolved, That this Association express their gratefal acknowledgments to 
his Excellency, the President of the United States, for the interest he has man- 
ifested in behalf of the great cause of public education, by his attendance on 
the deliberations of this Association. 

The hour of final adjournment having arrived, the President gave 
a short valedictory address, replete with good feeling, sound sense, 
and hopeful of complete success and a glorious future for the Associa- 
tion. 

The President then introduced Mr. Bulkley, the President elect, who 
briefly expressed his thanks for the honor conferred in bis election, and 
assured the Association of entire devotion to the cause in which it is 
engaged. 

The Association then united in singing the Christian Doxology, in 
Old Hundred, after which Presideilt Kickoff declared the Association 
adjourned sine die. 

Directly after adjournment, according to previous arrangements made 
for an excursion, per steamboat, to Mount Vernon, the members of 
the Association generally made a pilgrimage to the tomb of the "Father 
of his Country." 

J. W. BULKJLET, Secretary. 
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CONSTITUTION. 



PREAMBLE. 

To elevate the character and advance the interests of the profession of teach- 
ing, and to promote the cause of popular education in the United States, we, 
whose names are subjoined, agree to adopt the following 

CONSTITUTION. 

Article I. Name, — This Association shall be styled the * 'National Teachers' 
Association/' 

Art. II. Members. — Any gentleman who is regularly occupied in teaching 
in a public or private elementary school, commoa school, high school, academy 
or scientific school, college or university, or who is regularly employed as a 
private tutor, as the editor of an educational journal, or as a superintendent of 
schools, shall be eligible to membership. 

Applications for admission to member^ip shall be made, or referred to the 
Board of Directors, or such committee of their own number as they shall appoint ; 
and all who may be recommended by them, and accepted by amajority vote of 
the members present, shall be entitled to the privileges of the Association, upon 
paying two dollars and signing this Constitution. 

Upon the reccommendation of the Board of Directors, gentleman may be 
elected as Honorary Members by a two-thirds vote of the members present, 
and as such shall have all the rights of Regular Members, except those of voting 
and holding office. 

Ladies engaged in teaching may, on the recommendation of the Board of 
Directors, become Honorary Members, and shall thereby possess the right of 
presenting, in the form of written essays, (to be read by the Secretary or any 
other member whom they may select,) their views upon the subject assigned 
for discussion. 

Whenever a member of this Association shall abandon the profession of teach- 
ing or the business of editing an educational journal, or of superintending schools, 
he shall cease to be a member. 

If one member shall be charged by another with immoral or dishonorable con- 
duct, the charge shall be referred to the Board of Directors, or such a committee 
as they shall appoint, and if the charge shall be sustained by them, and ^after- 
wards by two-thirds of the members present at a regular meeting of the Asso- 
ciation, the person so charged shall forfeit his membership. 

There shall be an annual fee of one dollar. If any one shall omit paying 
his fee for four years, his connection with the Association shall cease. 

A person eligible to membership may become a Life Member by paying, at 
once, ten dollars. 

Art. III. Officers. — The Officers of this Association shall be a President, 
twelve Vice Presidents, a Secretary, a Treasurer, and one Counseller for each 
State, District, or Territory represented in the Association. These officers, all 
of whom shall be elected by ballot, a majority of the votes cast being necessary 
for a choice, shall constitute the Board of Directors, and shall have power to 
appoint such committees from their own number as they shall deem expedient. 

The President shall preside at all meetings of the Association and of the Board 
of Directors, and shall perform such other duties, and enjoy such privileges as 
by custom devolve upon and are enjofyed by a presiding officer. In his absence. 
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the first Vice President in order who is present, shall preside ; and in the ab- 
sence of ail the Vice Presidents, a pro tempore chairman shall be appointed on 
nomination, the Secretary patting the question. 

The Secretary shall keep a full and just record of the proceedings of the 
Association and of the Board of Directors ; shall notify each member of the 
Association or Board ; shall conduct such correspondence as the Dir<»ctors may 
assign ; and shall have his records present at all meetings of the Association 
and of the Board of Directors. In his absence a Secretary pro tempore may 
be appointed. 

The treasurer shall receive and hold in safe keeping all moneys paid to the 
Association ; shall expend the same in accordance with the votes of the Direc- 
tors or of the Association ; and shall keep an exact account of his receipts and 
expenditures, with vouchers for the latter, which account he shall render to the 
Board of Directors prior to each regular meeting of the Association ; he shall 
also present an abstract thereof to the Association. The Treasurer shall give 
such bonds for the faithful discharge of his duties as may be required by the 
Board of Directors. 

The Counsellors shall have equal power with the other Directors in perform- 
ing the duties belonging to the Board. 

The Board of Directors shall have power to fill all vacancies in their own body ; 
shall have in charge the general iaterests of the Association ; shall make all neces- 
sary arrangements for its meetings; and shall do all in their power to render it a 
useful and honorable institution. 

Abt. IY. Meetings. — A meeting shall be held in August, 1858, after which 
the regular meetings shall be held annually. The place and precise time of 
meeting shall be determined by the Board of Directors. 

The Board of Directors shall hold their Regular Meetings at the place and 
two hoursbeforethetimeofassembliug of the Association, and immediately after 
the adjournment of the same. Special meetings may be held at such other times 
and places as the Board or the President shall determine. 

Abt. V. By-Laws. — By-laws, not inconsistent with this Constitution, may 
be adopted by a two-thirds vote of the Association. 

Art. VI. Amendments. — This Constitution may be altered or amended at a 
regular meeting, by the unanimous vote of the members present, or by a two- 
thirds vote of the members present, providing that the alteration or amendment 
have been substantially proposed at a previous regular meeting. 
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MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS. 



WashinotoN; August 9, 1859. 

Meeting of the Board of Directors of the National Teachers' Associ- 
ation at Willards' Hotel. 

Present, Mr. A. J. Rickoff, President, in the chair ; also present, 
Messrs. Read, Sheldon, Wight, Cruikshank, and Bulkley. 

On motion of Mr. Sheldon, 

Retolvedf That the first order of the morning session of the Association, after 
the opening exercises, be the taking of the names of those persons who wish to 
become members of the Association. 

On motion of Mr. Bulkley, 

Resolved, That in the absence of Mr. Pennell, the Treasnrer, Mr. Wight be 
appointed Treasurer pro tem. 

On motion of Mr. Wight, the following programme was adopted for 
the first day*s exercises, viz : 

The calling of the Association to order by the President, at nine 
o'clock a. m. 

Prayer to be offered by the Rev. Dr. Samson, President of Colum- 
bian College, of this city. 

Address by his honor, James G. Berret, mayor of the city, who gives 
a welcome to the Association. 

Mr. S. Yorke AtLee, on behalf of the Board of Education of the 
city, will then give an address, and tender the hospitalities of the board 
and of the citizens of Washington, friends of education, to the Asso- 
ciation. 

Response by the President of the Association to these gentlemen, 
after which he will submit his inaugural address. • 

The appointment of the several committees on the several topics 
suggested by the President in his address will be next in order. 

Recess of fifteen minutes. 

Address by Professor Daniel Read, of the Wisconsin State University. 
Subject of the address, " Civil Polity as a Branch of Education in our 
Common Schools." 

On motion, the Board then adjourned till 1} o'clock. 

The Board met according to adjournment. Present, the same gen- 
tlemen as in the morning. 

Several bills were presented, examined, and ordered to be paid. 

Some time was spent in discussing general subjects pertaining to the 
business of the Association. 

On motion, the Board then adjourned to meet at nine o'clock in the 
evening. 
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The Board met, according to adjournment, at nine o'clock in the eve- 
ning. The same gentlemen present as in the afternoon. 
On motion of Mr. Sheldon, 

Re^olved^ That the Association meet at 7 j o'clock in the eveniDg of Wednes- 
day, and that Mr. £. Smith deliver his lecture at eight o'clock. 

On motion of Mr. Cruikshank, 

Resolved, That the Secretary he authorized to employ Mr. Bockwell to make 
a verbatim report of the proceedings of the Association for the session, and that 
at an expense not exceeding $25. 

On motion, adjourned to meet at 8} o'clock to-morrow (Wednesday) 
a. m. ^n this place. 

The Board of Directors met at four o'clock p. m. at Willards' Ho- 
tel, Wednesday. Present, the President in the chair; also present, 
Messrs. Read, Pennell, Yates, Nestlerode, Wight, Stone, Sheldon, and 
Bulkley. 

Resolved^ That Bey. Dr. McJilton lecture before the Association to-morrow 
(Thursday) a. m., at eleven o'clock. 

The resolution was adopted. 
On motion. 

Resolved, That Mr. fltnart, of New Tork, present his paper directly after the 
delivery of the lecture of Rev. Dr. McJilton, Thursday a. m. 

On motion. 

Resolved, That the committee on nomination of ot&cers for the ensuing year 
report their nominations on a printed ticket. 

On motion, adjourned to meet to-morrow, (Thursday,) at the close of 
the morning session of the Association, to meet in the Hall of the 
Smithsonian Institution. 

The President called the Board of Directors together during the 
momine recess, Thursday. Present, the President, Messrs. Cruik- 
shank, rennell, Wight, Stone, Yates, Sheldon, and Bulkley. A list 
of the names of several persons was presented to the President hy the 
local secretaries, which, on being read, were approved by the board, 
and by them recommended to the Association for membership. The 
recommendation was adopted. 

The Board of Directors then adjourned. 

Friday a. m., 8 o'clock. 

The Board of Directors met at Willards' Hotel, the President in 
the chair ; also present, Messrs. Wight, Stone, Sheldon, and Bulkley. 

The following questions were proposed and adopted, as covering the 
ground upon which information is desired from the delegates of the 
several States in their reports to the Association : 

Ist. Have you a State system of free public instruction, and how 
far does it meet the wants of the people ? 

2d. To what extent aie graded sohools organised ? 
3 
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3d. What progress has been made daring the past year? 
4th Have yon normal schools, teachers' institutes, and a State 
Association ? 
On motion, the minutes of the board were read and approred. 
The Board then adjoomed 9ine die. 

J. W. BULKLEY, 

Secretary. 
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August 12, 1859. 

On board the Thomas Collyer, on its passage from Washington City 
to Mount Vernon, in accordance with the call of the President, J. W. 
Bulkley, the directors met and organized. 

The following members were present, viz : J. W. Bulkley, A. J* 
Rickoflf, J. N. McJilton, Wm. Roberts, T. C. Taylor, Elbridge Smith, 
Daniel Read, Isaac Stone, Sylvester Scott, C. C. Nestlerode, O. C. 
Wight, James Cruikshank, J. W. Allen, John Q, Elliot, Wm E, 
Sheldon, F. M. Edwards, D. McXeil Turner, B. W. Smith, A. J. 
Craig, and Z. Richards. 

From a want of proper accommodations to do business, on motion, 
the board adjourned to meet at room 110 Willards' Hotel, at 9i 
o'clock precisely. 

WiLLARDs' Hotel, August 12, 1859, 9} p. m. 

All the above named directors were present except Messrs. Scott, 
Edwards, and B. W. Smith. 

The board having been called to order, a motion was made and sec- 
onded that Madison, Wis., be the place for holding the next annual 
meeting of the National Teachers' Association. 

Professor Read, of Madison made statements with regard to the 
claims of that city, and offered the hospitalities of the citizens, which 
should be extended to all delegates without distinction. Other places 
were proposed for holding the next meeting and their claims considered. 

After a full deliberation, the board decided unanimously to call the 
next annual meeting at Madison, Wis., on the second Wednesday* in 
August, 1860, at 10 o'clock a. m., to oontlnue /oifr day§. 



Mr. A. J. Rickoff offered the fl^lowing resolutions, whieh wefre sfev- 
erally adopted : 

RBiolved, That E1bridg« Smith, of Norwich, Cotm., be a oommitteo to draw 
up questions apon the theory and practice of teaching, for the consideration of 
the pedagogic section of the Association, at its next meeting; and that he be 
instructed to transmit said list to the President, on or before the 1st of Decern* 
l>ernext: and further that he, himself, be requested to Oommunicate a paper 
upon some one of the said topics. 

Eesolved, That Profsssor Daniel Read, of Wisoo&sin UaWersity, be a eott- 
mittee to draw up questions for the consideration of the general section of the 
National Teachers* Association, and that he be instructed to transmit to the 
President of the Association the said list, on or before December 1 st, 1859. 

Resolvedf That a committee of tkreef of which the President shall be chairman, 
be appointed to prepare a programme of exercises for the next meeting, which* 
shall be adapted to two departments, into which the Association shall be di- 
vided — the Pedagogic and the General ; and that the President be instructed to 
publish said programme on or before January 1st, 1860. 

Resolved, That a committee of seven members of the Board of Directors be 
appointed to secure papers upon the several subjects of the programme as an- 
nounced by the President; and that the members of said committee be required 
to report the names of those gentlemen who may consent to contribute papers 
upon the topics proposed, on or before the 1st of May, 1860. 

Resolved, That we will not consent to announce any paper for the next meet- 
ing of the Association, unless we have reasonable assuranco that it will be sub- 
mitted either with or without the attendance of the writer. 

Resolved, That no paper will be allowed to occupy more than fifteen minutes 
in the reading without the special consent of the section to which it may be 
submitted. 

On motion of Mr. Sheldon, it waa 

Resolved, That a committee of six be appointed to secure six lectures for the 
next annual meeting. 

The following gentlemen having been nominated, were duly appointed 
as said committee : 

Mr. Elbridge Smith from the Eastern States, Mr. James Cruikshank 
from the Middle States, Rev. D. McNeil Turner from the Southern 
States, Mr.^Isaac Stone from the Western States, Mr C. S. Pennell 
from the Southwestern States, the President, J. W. Bulkley, Com- 
mittee at large. 

On motion, 

Resolved, That Professor D. Read, and Mr. A. J. Craig, with such other per- 
sons as they may select, be the Local Committee, to make the usual arrange- 
ments for entertaining the delegates and providing for the convention, and^ for 
securing, as far as possible, reduction of fare upon railroads and other lines 
of travel. 

On motion of Rev. Dr. McJilton, it was 

Resolved, That the Secretary be directed to issue circulars containing the 
arrangements for the annual meeting ; one hundred of which shall be sent to 
each counsellor represented in the board, for distribution. 
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On motion of W. E. Sheldon, a committee of three was appointed *^ 

to superintend the printing of the proceedings of the Association. W. 
E Sheldon, Elbridge Smith, and the Secretary were appointed. 

The question of establishing a journal or paper as the organ of the 
Association, to be called the " National Teacher," which was favorably 
received by the Association, and submitted to the Board of Directors 
with power to act, was then taken up, and after the failure of several 
motions, and after much consultation and discussion, on motion of Mr. 
Sheldon, the whole subject was laid upon the table. 

The board then adjourned to meet again two hours before the time 
of the assembling of the Association, or at 8 o'clock a. m. on the 2d 
Wednesday in August, 1860. 

Z. RICHARDS, 

Secretary. 



N. B. By order of the Directors the|>?aee of holding the next meet' 
ing, was changed to Buffalo, N. Y. 

Z. R. 
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